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Note from the President

I have very much appreciated the opportunity to work with the Association of Attorney-Advisors.  I have gotten to know people from across the country as we have shared concerns about our role in the Agency.  I have had tried my best to represent the divergent interests of the organization in letters to Congress, conversations with the Associate Commissioner, and most recently in an interview with a GAO investigative team.  As much as I have truly enjoyed this experience, I think in order for any organization to be healthy, new leadership must circulate through.  As you will read below, elections are coming up.  Please consider running for an office.  Having new people participate is the only way to keep us from becoming stagnant.  If you have any questions about the duties or time commitment involved, please send me or any of the other officers an e-mail.  Thank you for allowing me to serve these past several years.

Lisa Hall
Nominations for 2004 Officers

The following people have been nominated and accepted nominations to be officers of the Association of Attorney-Advisors in 2004.

President -

John Hutto

Hattiesburg, MS

Vice President -
Ken Terry

Jacksonville, FL

Treasurer -

Denise Pasvantis
Fort Lauderdale, FL

Secretary -

Jim Hitchcock

Knoxville, TN
ALJ Selection Update - Who Knows What's Going On?

September 25, 2003, the COSS told Congress she wanted to hire 200 new ALJ's, but claimed she had been advised OPM said it would take a year before they could issue a certificate.

In August 2003, OPM had sent letters to agency heads advising they were ready to issue a certificate of eligibles on demand.  

AC Thurmond reportedly announced plan to hire @100 ALJ's. 

I watched the tape of Commissioner Barnhart make the "want to hire 200 ALJ's & OPM needs a year" comment.  September 8, 2003, the AALJ reported that AC Thurmond had started the internal process to prepare for a new ALJ class.  There was a letter from OPM to the head of FERC @August 25, 2003.  I have no idea how to sort out these conflicting signals in order to guess when a class might be picked or how big it will be.

Jim Hitchcock

AFGE Response to COSS Proposal - Jim Marshall's Message

 -----Original Message-----

From: 
Marshall, James  

Sent:
Thursday, October 02, 2003 6:34 PM

Subject:
FW: Statement for Printed Record of Hearing

Attached is my statement as a followup to Witold's testimony and statement before the Subcommittee last week.  Please disseminate as you wish.

Jim

 -----Original Message-----

From: 
Marshall, James  

Sent:
Thursday, October 02, 2003 7:28 PM

To:
'hearingclerks.waysandmeans@mail.house.gov'

Subject:
Statement for Printed Record of Hearing

Attached is my statement for inclusion in the printed record of the hearing held on September 25, 2003.  I would appreciate a copy of my statement being provided to Chairman Shaw and Congressman Ryan. 

Thank you.

James E. Marshall

President, AFGE Council 215
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